Volcano Homework
Over the Easter Holidays, we would like you to research ‘Why people choose to live near volcanoes?’ 
Can you describe the benefits and the impact living near a volcano can have?
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Think about how to present what you have found out. You could create a poster or a table to present your findings. You could make a short video or leaflet/booklet.
If you get stuck looking for information, we have attached some for you.

[image: A close-up of a brochure

Description automatically generated]
image1.png
Why Do People Live Near Volcanoes? Fact Sheet

Many people choose to live near volcanoes even though there is a risk of an eruption
Volcanoes can support communities worldwide and provide many different benefits.

‘These benefits may include

Fertile Soil
Volcanic (igneous) rock and the ash that
settles after eruptions provide fertile
land. Fertile soil in the areas surrounding
volcanoes can result in a higher crop yield
for lacal farmers.

Figure 1: In the Philippines, the Mayon
volcano is surrounded by fertile soil It is
famous for its chilli peppers and crops,
Such as ice, corn and vegetables.

Tourism
Volcanoes are often tourist attractions
for travellers. The money generated by
tourism in the surrounding area often
helps support the local economy. Tourism
can also create jobs for local people.

Figure 3:Vehicle tours of the Mayon volcano,
in the Philippines encourages visitors to
explore the active volcanic region.

Geothermal Energy
Geothermal energy is energy captured
from the heat within the Earth itself.
The areas surrounding volcanoes are
often suitable for harnessing geothermal
energy. Access to geothermal energy often
leads to cheaper electricity for locals
Geothermal energy is also a renewable
Source of energy for these regions,

Figure 2: Iceland's uniquely active geology
has led to natural conditions especially
sutable for harnessing geothermal energy.

Mining
Precious metals and other minerals
are often formed in volcanic regions.
These materials can be mined for profit.
Diamonds and most of the world's copper
are mined from eroded extinct volcanoes.

Figure 4: Copper mineina volcano in Chile.
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A volcano is a vent or an opening in the
Earth's crust. Volcanoes can appear like
mountains or hills but release magma (hot
molten rock), gases and ash. An active
volcano has erupted recently and is likely
to erupt again. A dormant volcano has not
erupted for a long time but might erupt

in the future. An extinct volcano has not
erupted for tens of thousands of years and
is unlikely to ever erupt again.

Many communities around the world live
close to a volcano.

Volcanic eruptions and gases can kill or
injure people.

Magma, gases and ash destroy wildlife and
habitats.

Property, buildings and infrastructure can be
destroyed. It is very expensive to rebuild.

/ Some communities living near a volcano think
of it as sacred and a significant part of their

+ The soil in volcanic areas is very fertile. Minerals
from magma and ash are released into the soil.
This helps plants and crops to grow.

- Sometimes, large amounts of minerals such as coppe|
collect in the ground. People can mine these and use
or sell them.

+ The heat generated by volcanoes creates geothermal
energy. This can be used to generate electricity.

+ Volcanoes can attract tourists. Money from tourism
can benefit the local area.

Fertile soil in the area leads to
successful agriculture.

Mount
Vesuvius, near
Naples, Italy

The volcano last erupted in
1944 and destroyed several

o ) small towns nearby.
Many tourists visit the region to

see the ruined city of Pompeii.

Fagradalsfiall, | Geothermal energy is used from | Fagradalsfiall last erupted
near Reykjavik, |the volcanic areas to heat most of |in 2021. The lava flow lasted
Iceland the homes in Iceland. several months and caused

widespread disruption.





