



SACRED HEART CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL�CURRICULUM LETTER


Autumn Term 2023�YEAR 4





We hope that you had a peaceful break over the summer holidays and are feeling ready for the busy term that lies ahead! This September, Mrs Weller and I are looking forward to getting to know your children and supporting them on their learning journey at Sacred Heart. We hope that the children will find the Year 4 curriculum enjoyable, and that it will provide them with lots of challenges! Our first topic this year will be ‘Invaders and Settlers’. Through this, the children will explore how the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings changed the face of Britain. Below is an overview of what else we will be learning up until Christmas - Miss Dale.








RE;�By the end of the term, the children will be able to understand the distinctions between the Old and New Testament. 1. The Bible – We will be looking at God’s promises and how He speaks to us through the Bible. We will be relating this to present day situations. We will look at the main characters and stories of the Old Testament, and consider our own responses. 2. Trust in God – This unit focuses on the New Testament. We will look at Jesus’ teachings about trust in God. We will focus on how both Mary and Joseph had to put their trust in God as we prepare for Christmas.


English;�This year, we will be following a new scheme at Sacred Heart. We will be using set texts to inspire writing for different purposes – to inform, to entertain and to persuade. In Autumn 1, our texts will be “Arthur and the Golden Rope” and “The King who Banned the Dark”. In Autumn 2, our texts will be “Until I met Dudley” and “Starbird”. In reciprocal reading, we will be focusing on the story of ‘Beowulf’, adapted by Michael Morpurgo and linking it to our topic of ‘Invaders and Settlers’.


Maths;�In Maths, we will be following the White Rose scheme of work. We will be revisiting some of the Year 3 curriculum as well as introducing the Year 4 curriculum. In the Autumn term, we will work on place value and working with three-digit numbers. We will begin to understand and use four-digit numbers. We will also introduce negative numbers and Roman Numerals. We will continue learning and using our times table facts and working on our multiplication and division strategies.


Science;�Our first topic is ‘Good Vibrations’. By working scientifically, we will build on our understanding of hearing and develop our vocabulary for describing sounds. We will identify different sound sources and learn how sounds are made. We will also explore ways to change pitch and volume of sounds. After the half term holiday, we will be learning about electricity.


Computing;�Through our computing lessons, there will be elements of programming, computational thinking, communication and creativity. We will be using the software ‘Scratch’ in order to make an educational game. Children will be learning to use a browser, power point, play simple games, use excel, word and the paint programme on the computer.


Geography/ History;�We will be developing our ability to place people and events on a timeline. We will develop our research skills and use a range of sources/artefacts to prove our ideas about the past. Our focus in Autumn 1 will be the Anglo-Saxons. We will be learning about who the Anglo-Saxons were, and linking our topic to Geography by studying where the Anglo-Saxons came from and where they settled in the UK. We will then move our learning on by focusing on the Vikings.


Art/D&T;�Linking in with our topic, we will be creating Robin Hood drawstring purses. Children will practice using a needle and thread and a range of fabrics to create their own design of a drawstring purse.





MfL





Music





Important Dates


17th and 18th October – Parent consultation evenings


ILP meetings from 23rd October





PE/ Swimming


This year, Year 4 will be swimming in Summer term.�For PE, our first teaching units will be tag rugby (taught on Mondays) and gymnastics (taught on Fridays).





Homework Timetable��Spellings/ Times Tables – Given out and tested on Mondays. Reading records should be written in and brought into class everyday.








