
Across Key Stages 

Reception Key Stage 1 Key stage 2 

· ƐĂĨĞůǇ�ƵƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͕�
ƚŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ͕�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŽůͲ
ŽƵƌ͕�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ͕�ƚĞǆƚƵƌĞ͕�ĨŽƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶ͘� 

· ^ŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƵƐĞĚ͘� 

· ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƚŽ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ� 

· ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͕�
ǁŝƚŚ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀŝƚǇ͕�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚ�ŬŝŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�
Ăƌƚ͕�ĐƌĂŌ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ͘� 

· ŚŽůĚ�Ă�ƉĞŶĐŝů�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌŝƉŽĚ�ŐƌŝƉ�ŝŶ�
ĂůŵŽƐƚ�Ăůů�ĐĂƐĞƐ͘� 

· ƵƐĞ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƐŵĂůů�ƚŽŽůƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƐĐŝƐƐŽƌƐ͕�
ƉĂŝŶƚ�ďƌƵƐŚĞƐ͘� 

· ďĞŐŝŶ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŽǁ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĚƌĂǁͲ
ŝŶŐ͘� 

· ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ͕�ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐƵůƉƚƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝĚĞĂƐ͕�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂƟŽŶ� 

· ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ƐŬĞƚĐŚ�ďŽŽŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ŽďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞǀŝƐŝƚ�ŝĚĞĂƐ͘ 

· ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ǁŽƌůĚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ŵĂŬͲ
ŝŶŐ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ�ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĂŶŝͲ
ŵĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ͘� 

· ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�Ă�ǁŝĚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�Ăƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�
ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ĐŽůŽƵƌ͕�ƉĂƩĞƌŶ͕�ƚĞǆͲ
ƚƵƌĞ͕�ůŝŶĞ͕�ƐŚĂƉĞ͕�ĨŽƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘ 

· ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵĂƐƚĞƌǇ�ŽĨ�Ăƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞͲ
ƐŝŐŶ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝƋƵĞƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ͕�
ƉĂŝŶƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐƵůƉƚƵƌĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�
ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�΀ĨŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ƉĞŶĐŝů͕�ĐŚĂƌĐŽĂů͕�
ƉĂŝŶƚ͕�ĐůĂǇ΁͘ 

 · ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ͕�ĐƌĂŌ�
ŵĂŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞƌƐ͕�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚŝīĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌŝƟĞƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ĚŝīĞƌͲ
ĞŶƚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�
ůŝŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ǁŽƌŬ� 

· <ŶŽǁ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĂƌƟƐƚƐ͕�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�͘ 

NC OBJECTIVES 



PROGRESSION OF SKILLS Drawing 

· Experiment with different tools – pencils, rubbers, cray-
ons, pastels, charcoal, chalk etc. 

· Begin to explore the use of line, shape and colour.  

Y1 
· Draw for a sustained period of time from real objects, including single and grouped 

items. 

· Create and control lines made with different tools – pencils, rubbers, crayons, pastels, 
chalk etc. 

· Experiment with the other visual elements: shape, pattern and colour.  

Y2 

Y3 

· Make informed choices when drawing, e.g. is the media is suited to 
the subject? 

· Alter and refine drawings and describe changes using art vocabu-
lary. 

· Collect images and information with  greater independence in a 
sketch book. 

· Use research to inspire drawing as well as memory and imagination. 

· Explore the relationship between line, tone, pattern, shape, texture 
and begin to show an awareness that objects have a third dimension.  

Y4 

· Explore mixing and blending techniques with pencils. 

· Work from a variety of sources including drawings, photographs and digital 
images. 

· Work in a sustained and independent way to create a detailed drawing.  

· Begin to use simple perspective in work using a single focal point and horizon.  

Y5 · Demonstrate a variety of ways to make marks using dry media. 

· Identify artists who have worked in a similar way to their own style. 

·  Develop close observation skills using a variety of views. 

· Develop an awareness of scale, proportion and composition. 

· Manipulate and experiment with the elements of art: line, tone, pat-
tern, texture, form, space, colour and shape.  

Y6 

· Experiment with different grades of pencil. 

· Plan, refine and alter their drawings as necessary. 

· Use their sketchbook to collect and record visual information 
from different sources. 

· Draw for a sustained period of time at their own level. 

<^ϭ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 
<^Ϯ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 



PROGRESSION OF SKILLS Painting 

Y1 
· Experiment with a variety of tools and techniques – brush size and 

type, layering, mixing media, scraping through etc.  

· Work on a range of scales e.g. large brush on large paper. 

· Name different types of paint and their properties. 

· Mix and match colours to artefacts and objects. 

· Identify primary colours and mix a range of secondary colour shades, 
tints & tones. 

Y2 

Y3 

Y4 · Make and match colours with increasing accuracy. 

· Use more specific colour language, e.g. tint, tone, shade, hue. 

· Choose paints and implements correctly. 

· Create different effects and textures with paint according to what they 
need for a task. 

· Show increasing independence and creativity with the painting process.  

Y5 

· Plan a piece of work to include complimentary or contrasting colours to create effect. 
· Carry out preliminary studies, test media and materials and mix appropriate colours. 
· Work from a variety of sources, including those researched independently. 

· Show an awareness of how paintings are created compositionally. 

Y6 

· Mix a variety of colours and know primary which colours make second-
ary colours. 

· Use a developed colour vocabulary. 

·  Experiment with different effects and textures, including blocking in 
colour, washes, thickened paint etc. 

· Work confidently on a range of scales, e.g. thin brush to create small 
pictures etc.  

<^ϭ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺEĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 
<^Ϯ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

· Use a variety of tools and techniques including differ-
ent brush sizes and types. 

· To work on different scales.  
· To identify primary colours by name.  
· To mix and match colours to artefacts and objects 

and to find collections of colours.  

· Develop a painting from a drawing. 

· Begin to identify complementary and con-
trasting colours. 

· Carry out preliminary studies trying out differ-
ent media and materials mixing appropriate 
colours. 

· Mix and match colours to create atmosphere 
and light effects.  



PROGRESSION OF SKILLS 3D Form / Sculpture 

Y1 
Y2 

Y3 

Y4 

Y5 
· Plan and develop  a sculpture, through drawing and other preparatory work 

(research, observations, imagination etc.) 

·  Shape, form, model and join materials using appropriate techniques. 

· Give consideration to the properties of different  media. 

· Develop skills in  clay— making more defined lines and adding detail. 

· Discuss and evaluate own work and that of other sculptors. 

Y6 

· Plan, design and make models from observation using a 
range of materials more confidently, including malleable, 
recycled, natural and man-made materials. 

· Construct a simple base for extending and modelling oth-
er shapes. 

· Join materials adequately. 

· Create surface patterns and textures.  

<^ϭ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 <^Ϯ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 

· Explore line, shape and form.  
· Construct artworks from natural and man-made objects / 

malleable materials. 
· Show awareness of simple decorative techniques. 
· Understand the safety and basic care of tools. 

 

· Plan and develop  a sculpture, through drawing and 
other preparatory work (research, observations, 
imagination etc.) 

·  Shape, form, model and join materials using rele-
vant techniques. 

· Give consideration to the properties of different  
media. 

· Discuss and evaluate own work.. 

· Understand the safety and basic care of tools. 
· Manipulate clay for a variety of purposes, including 

thumb pots, simple coil pots and models. Replicate 
patterns and textures. 

· Experiment with, construct and join recycled, natural 
and man-made materials.  

· Plan, design, make and adapt models, showing an under-
standing of shape, space and form. 

· Use a variety of materials and make informed choices about 
the 3D technique chosen. 

· Talk about their work, using vocabulary such as sculpted, 
modelled, constructed etc.  



PROGRESSION OF SKILLS Textiles/Collage 

Y1 Y2 

Y3 
Y4 

Y5 
· Show awareness of the potential uses of materials. 

· Use collage as a means of extending work from initial ideas. 

· Use different techniques, colours and textures when designing / ex-
tending pieces of work.  

Y6 

· Use a variety of techniques, including printing, dying, quilting, weaving, 
embroidery, paper and plastic trappings and applique. 

· Name the tools and materials they have used. 

· Continue to develop and refine cutting, joining and stitching skills. 

· Continue to experiment with different techniques such as tearing, over-
lapping and layering.  

<^ϭ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺEĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 <^Ϯ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 · Create images from imagination, experience or observation. 

· Sort and group materials for different purposes e.g. colour, 
texture etc. 

· Cut and shape materials using scissors. 

· Apply shapes with glue/simple stitching.  

· Use a range of media to create collages. 

· Add collage to a painted, printed or drawn back-
ground.  

· Creating textured collage from a variety of media. 

· Cut, fold, crumple, tear and overlap materials.  

· Continue to develop and refine cutting, joining and stitching skills. 

· Match the tool to the material. 

· Combine skills more readily. 

· Use collage as a way of collecting ideas and information, building visual vocabu-
lary as starting points for other materials. 

· Experiment with paste resist.  



PROGRESSION OF SKILLS Printing 

Y1 

Y2 

Y3 Y4 

Y5 
· Print with three overlays – using a range of mate-

rials including card, string, small lino tiles or poly-
pads to create block prints . 

· Create, cut , refine and print  using a stencil. 

Y6 

· Print with a wide range of objects, man made and 
natural. 

· Discuss regular and irregular shapes.  
· Experiment with over lays.  

<^ϭͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 <^Ϯ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺEĂƟŽŶĂů��ƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ 

 

· Create printing blocks by simplifying an initial 

sketch. 
· Build up layers/ colours/ textures. 
· Organise work in terms of pattern, repetition, 

symmetry or random printing styles. 

· Choose inks and overlay colours.  

· Create repeating patterns  
· Observe and recognise patterns in the envi-

ronment  
· Develop impressed images using foods ie 

potatoes with shapes cut into them  
· Relief prints using foam printing blocks  

· Experiment with mono printing.  

· Colour mix by overlapping colour prints. 

· Create repeating patterns using relief ie leaves, string 
prints. 

· Create repeating patterns using impressed print – press 
print tiles. 

· Use sponges to make patterns or pictures.  
· Print with food items.  
· Finger painting.  
· Use found materials man made/natural to print.  


